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THE CIRCULAR 

Is an exponent of Bibie Communism. It advocates the Re- 
ligion of the Bible. and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. 

It recognizes the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven, as for 
ages prayed for, is now actually coming into the world, and it 
will look for its presence in every fleld of action 

It will embrace within its scope whatever is progressive and 
inspiring in Science, Literature, Art, and the News of the 
World, and will aim to interpret all events from a spirtual point 
of view, and in their relations to the great Providential move- 
ment of the times, 

It is offered to those who desire it, as the Gospel is, without 
money and without price, or at One Dollar a year to those 
who prefer to pay. 

At present the Circular is supported principally by the funds 
of the Oneida Community and its branch at Wallingford, aided 
by the free contributions of its friends, and the remittances of 
those who choose to pay for it. Our expectation, however, is, 
that the ideaof a FREE DAILY RELIGIOUS PRESS. as the 
eompleiaent and tion of Free Schools, Free Churches, 
and free Benevolent Societies, will gradually become known, 
and be appreciated am»ag all spiritually minded religionists: 
and that thus the Circuar, asthe embodiment of that idea, 
will draw to itself a voluateer constituency more whole-hearted: 
for instance, than that which surrounds the Bible Society, and 
endows it annually with a revenue of several hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subseriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should 
return us a cupy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘‘ Discontinue ” 

Address ** THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. ¥.”’ 








Our Purpose in the Future, 

1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
:astrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay outits strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalinits operation. Re- 
iigion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing,and forthesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are expecting to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press, so soon as Providence opens the way, 
and the means are penes in their possession. 


Th Oneida Community, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Ss. New house’s 


SUPERIORSTEEL TRAPS, 


iunameled Traveling-Bags, Palm-Leaf 
Hats, Caps, Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Grreen & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS', EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. Y. 
will receive prompt attention. 


LLL LI wre 


Publications. 








THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
wio seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
ostavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth. The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil,Our 
Relationsto the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death.Con- 
densition of Life, &c., &c.—treated strictly according to 
Rible «vidences, but developing many new and interesting 
eonciusions.differing widely from those of the old Theology, 
Allwho wish to understand Bistr Comme nism—its constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint them- 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM;; A Compilation from the 
Anuual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Community and its branches ; presenting, 
in ronnection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religiousand Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price, 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Noves. Pamphlet, 64 cts. 


Past Volumes of the Circular can be fur- 
nisi\o't to order; and any of the above Publications 
may besent by mail to all parts of the country. 


The Oneida Community: 
Where and What It is. 

—The Community consists of about 220 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions. They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
Foran account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here about 
fourteen years, and is self-supporting. There isa 
branch community located at Wallingford, Conn., 
which is also self-supporting. 

--The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 


—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INsPIRACION, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT OF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bib/e Communism. 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of FREE CRITICISM 
on the part of all its members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 


them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 


—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 


—Tue Circutar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
its usefulness. ‘To the poor it is offered as a gift. 

The following may serve as a condensed formula OF 


PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 


The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 7 

Unity of all believersin this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrecticen of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, 
tion for distribution. 

Dwelling togetherin Association, or Complex Fami- 
lies. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and devo- 

ted to God. 


with Inspira- 


‘FLOWER SEEDS. 


For sale, a choice assortment of Flower Seeds, of 
our own raising. They will be furnished in collec- 
tions of twenty-five sorts for $1. 

We have also on hand an assortment, comprising 
some rare and valuable flower seeds, obtained of a 
Seedsman and Florist. They will be furnished in 
collections of twenty-five sorts, for $1. 

Persons wishing to purchase seeds for the coming 
season, may order from us through the mail. 
Address, ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 





Oneida, N. Y. 





THE CIRCU LA R. 


“The Cause and the Cure. 

“They that are whale need not a phy- 
sician, but they that are sick.” So they 
that are sick, will not call the right phy- 
sician or apply the right remedy, unless 
they know the worst of their case—the 
inward depth and final cause of their mal- 
ady. 

Antiquated and unfashionable as our 
doctrine may seem in these days of scien- 
tific discovery, we feel bound to proclaim 
in the ears of all who will hear us, the 
old Bible theory of universal disease—the 
pathology of Jesus Christ and his apos- 
tles, who constantly ascribed all the spir- 
itual, moral, intellectual and physical 
maladies of human nature to the POWER 
OF THE DEVIL. We confess, that the 
more we investigate, the more we are at- 
tached to Bible notions and Bible lan- 
guage on this subject. Ifa man is afflic- 
ted with fever or epilepsy, instead of 
looking into his blood or his nerves, his 
hereditary constitution or his diet, for 
the ultimate cause, we go back with Jesus 
Christ to the vital principle, and ascribe 
his disease to the power of an evil spirit. 
See Acts 10: 38, Luke 13: 11—16, &c. 
If a man’s mind is dark and impervious 
to the beams of truth, instead of regard- 
ing this as the effect simply of the struc- 
ture of his brain, or of his lack of educa- 
tion or attention, we take Paul’s account 
of the matter and believe that “ the god 
of this world hath blinded him.” 2Cor. 
4:4. When men commit immoralities, 
instead of laying the blame on external 
temptation, we hold with Peter that 
they work wickedness because “ Satan 
hath filled their hearts.’ Acts 5: 3, 
John 13: 2. If men’s spirits are hard, 
impenitent and dead to all the attractions 
of heaven, we find the ultimate cause of 
the fact, not in their individual wills, but 
in the dominion which the “‘ prince of 
the power of the air” exercises over them. 
Eph. 2: 2, 2Tim, 2: 26. Unphilosophi- 
cal and superstitious as we may be deemed 
for this avowal, we are persuaded that 
even scientific investigation is progres- 
sing directly toward this very theory, 
and that when the wisdom of this world 
has run through its whole circle of dis- 
covery, it will find itself brought back to 
its most ancient starting point, and will 
die acknowledging the truth of the Bible 
philosophy of life. 

In holding these views of the ultimate 
cause of human maladies, we are not 
obliged to overlook or disregard seconda- 
ry causes, All those external influences 
and acts which are ordinarily regarded 
by physicians and metaphysicians as_ the 
causes, we admit are the occasions of 
disorder in the economy of human nature, 
and we attach due importance to them 
as such. If aman in astate of perspira- 
tion exposes himself to a current of air, 
takes cold, is prostrated by fever, and 
dies, we do not attribute his death to the 
devil irrespective of: his own acts and the 
physical influences which operated upon 
him. But we call the action of the air 
upon his body, and the consequent cor- 
ruption of his blood, the predisposing 
causes or occasions of his death, and the 
power of the devil the ultimate cause.— 
We say that by his imprudence he ex- 
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posed himself to a fatal influx of spiritual | 
|are prone to do, every particular manifes- 


poison, and so the devil killed him. If 
a ship strikes a rock, springs a leak, and 
finally smks, the collision and she leak 
are, in popular language, the causes of | 
the disaster, But strictly speaking, 





the causes of the man’s death; but, 
~|strictly speaking, the power of the devil 
which rushed in at the opening made by 
the cold and the fever, killed him. So, 
too, outward immoralities are properly 
regarded as the occasions of spiritual dis- 
ease and death. Men are “ alienated 
{from God] by wicked works.” Col. 1: 
21. But the most deadly result of wick- 
ed works is not the direct mischief which 
they work either objectively or subjec- 
tively, but the “breach in the spirit’ 
and the influx of Satanic influence which 
they occasion. 

For the purpose of embarrassing our 
position, physiologists may ask whether 
a man might hold his hand in the fire 
without injury, if there were no devil ?— 
We answer ; unless a proper miracle (as 
in the case of Shadrach and his compan- 
ions) should suspend the Jaws of ature, 
the man’s hand would undoubtedly be 
burned and he would suffer pain. But 
there would be this difference between 
his case and ordinary cases at present ; 
viz., there would be no subsequent infla- 
mation, no chronic ulceration ; the pow- 
er of life would speedily repair the injury ; 
whereas under the poisonous influence of 
Satan, external wounds sometimes ex- 
pand into permanent and fatal diseases, 
and the cure of them is often protracted 
and difficult. Thus while we may admit 
that in a world free from diabolical pow- 
er, external injuries, both physical and 
spiritual, would be possible, yet we af- 
firm that there would be no vital and 
chronic diseases either of soul or body.— 
And we may say further, that, if there 
was no devil to pervert the understand- 
ings and corrupt the ways of men, the 
laws of nature would not be transgressed, 
and even external injuries, though physi- 
cally possible, would be exceedingly rare, 
if not aitogether unknown 

Nor are we obliged by our theory to 
suppose that the devil is omniscient and 
omnipresent in such a sense that he per- 
sonally purposes and superintends every 
particular instarce of sin and death that 
occurs in the world. The trae view is 
this: Satan’s spirit is an atmosphere 
that envelopes mankind, pressing ( we 
may say figuratively ) like the air, with a 
weight of “ fi.teen pounds on every square 
inch” of human life. Wherever there 
is a vacuum in men’s hearts, there that 
spirit enters, and manifests itself in sel- 
fishness, covetousness, and all evil works. 
Wherever the laws of life are violated, 
either physically or spiritually, there that 
spirit infuses its poison, aggravating and 
perpetuating the injury. ‘‘ We know,” 
says the apostle, “that the whole world 
licth in the wicked one.” 1 John 5: 19.— 
We can easily conceive that any number 
of men, lying i in & poisonous atmosphere, 
might be diseased by it in a variety of 
ways, without snpposing any personal 
superintendence ot the being from whom 
the poison might emanate. 

We believe that the devil is a personal 
being, and that he exercises an extensive 
personal superintendence over specific 
transactions (as for instance, in the 
temptation of Christ, and in the treach- 
ery of Judas). Indeed we see much evi- 
dence that there is a general influence at 
work in the aflairs of the world, which 
might properly be called the devil’s prov- 
idence. But we regard it as altogether 
unnecessary and foolish to refer, as some 


tation of evil to the personal volitious of 
Satan. The universal presence and pres- 
isure of his spirit is a sufficient cause of 


the ' general evi! ; and we are justified by the 


water which run in at the leak, sunk the! example of the Bible writers in referring 


ship. 


So the cold and the fever may, 
properly be called, in common language, ' 


to this cause every specilic instance ot 
sin and suffering. 


al 
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This theory of spiritual pressure throws 


light on many moral phenomena, just as 
the discovery of the weight of the atmos- 
phere explained many physical facts which 
were before mysterious. The time was 
when men, philosophers and all, supposed 
that the ascent of water in a pump was 
produced by some inexplicable attraction, 
or suction, as it was called, of the piston 
or bucket. In other words, they imag- 
ined that the power which raised the wa- 
ter was inthe pump. But it is now well 
known that the water is forced up in the 
pump by the atmosphere without, which 
presses with a weight of fifteen pounds 
on every square inch of the earth’s sur- 
face. The only effect of the piston is to 
remove this pressure from the water with- 
in the pump, and so allow the pressure 
on the outside to force that water upward, 
In like manner, men are accustomed to 
imagine, when they see a person full of 
covetousness for instance, that the cause 
of his covetousness is in himself. Where- 
as our philosophy teaches that he is noth- 
ing but a spiritual cylinder into which 
the atmospheric selfishness that covers 
the whole world has forced an extra 
amount of mammonism. His own will, 
like the piston, only removes the oppos- 
ing force—and the phenomena of his 
character, like those of pumping, may be 
said to be illustrations of zeneral “ atmos- 
pheric pressure,” rather than of individ- 
ual “suction.” The same _ principle 
might be applied and illustrated in many 
other ways ; but it is sufficient to say in 
general that we shall never understand 
our own characters or those of others— 
never know how to exercise discriminating 
charity in judgment—never have just 
views of the nature and causes of the 
physical and intellectual, as well as mor- 
al and spiritual evils that exist around 
us—until we learn to regard individual 
action and experience as the result in a 
very great measure of a general spiritual 
influence. 


The fact that “the whole world lieth 
in the wicked one,” is not inconsistent 
with the existence of much dormant and 
incipient good in human nature. Indeed 
the “ prince of the power of the air” has 
within his spiritual enclosures many re- 
bellious forces to contend with. The 
self-preservative and reproductive powers 
of all life, the whole machinery of nature 
as constructed by God, as well as the 
life-giving elements which have been in- 
fused into human nature by revelation 
spiritual and written, are constantly re- 
sisting and frustrating more or less the 
tendencies of the power of death. Satan 
is obliged to allow in his subjects many 
liberties which are adverse to his domin- 
ion. And indeed he can afford to do so, 
just as the government of the United 
States, for instance, can afford to allow 
individuals and associations to go almost 
any length in sedition, provided they 
stop short of overt rebellions Men may 
study and combine to preserve their lives 
and health under the devil’s administra- 
ion, and way actually preserve them a 
long time; but they are not allowed to 
attempt, or even to think of attempting 
to escape death at last. This would be 
treason. They may extend discoveries 
far and wide in every department of phys- 
ical science from geology to mesmerism ; 
but they must not break through into the 
mysteries of the spiritual world. This 
would be prying into State secrets. They 
may make great advances in civilization, 
refinement and morality ; but they must 
not think of attaining entire freedom 
from sin. This would be renouncing al- 
legiance to his majesty the devil. They 
may go all lengths in ascetic or benevo- 
lent piety ; they may ascend even to the 
verge of heaven in the transports of vol- 
untary devotion ; but they must not en- 
ter into open communication, and _per- 
manent vital union with God. This 
would be joining the enemy. Thus there 


is a certain limited circle of improvement 
in health, knowledge, morality and piety 
within which men may act freely, with-! 





out incurring the penalties of rebellion ; 
bat if they step beyond that circle, they 
find themselves engaged in a fierce spir- 
itual war with the “ god of this world.” 

Now it is certain that those who re- 
main within that circle, however moral 
or religious they may be, are subjects of 
the devil, “led captive at his will,” not 
indeed in respect to the minor maiters of 
life (which we have admited may be con- 
ducted in a manner adverse to his inter- 
ests), but in respect to their weightiest 
obligations and interests, viz., those 
which relate to spiritual holiness and 
communication with God. All the mo- 
tality or religion which they can have 
within that circle, can be only a prepara- 
tion for the morality and religion of the 
second birth. They are “in the wicked 
one”’—uneasy and selitious under his 
government perhaps, waiting and hoping 
for power to escape ; but yet “in the 
wicked one.” Their life is open to the 
pressure of his spirit; their wills are 
limited by his will. They cannot be- 
come sons of God till they break out of 
the circle of sin and death into the light 
of heaven, and vital union with God. 
The simple reasonof the hard saying, 
“ He that committeth sin is of the devil,” 
is that the spirit of sin is that spirit of 
the devil which broods over and encloses 
unregenerate human nature, and he that 
commits sin, thereby demonstrates his 
union with and subjection to that spirit, 
whatever may be his character and state 
in other respects. ‘‘He that commit- 
teth sin is the servant of sin,” and he 
that is the servant of sin is a spiritual 
member of the devil. 


Redemption commences in an individ- 
ual when he begins to discover the hate- 
fulness and amazing strength of the evil 
power that enthralls him. While he is 
content with those partial improvements 
which are licensed within the devil’s do- 
minions, the spirit of sin within him is 
comparatively dormant. But when his 
conscience is awakened by the perfect law 
of God, and he begins to try his strength 
against the outer circle of Satan’s spirit, 
seeking to break through into actual ho- 
liness, sin revives within him and shows 
its power. At first it infuses into him 
a deceptive notion of his self-sufficiency, 
by which it leads him to attempt holi- 
ness in his own strength, under the point- 
blank batteries of the law. He marches 
up to the deadly breach, and falls back 
wounded and discouraged. Again and 
again he makes the vain attempt, and at 
every failure sinks deeper in despair and 
spiritual death. At length dire experi- 
ance kills out his false and proud philos- 
ophy about free-will, and he discovers 
that something stronger than his own 
spirit is concerned in his sinfulness, and 
that something stronger must help him 
to holiness. 
mighty devil whose spirit envelopes and 
works in him—that there isa “law of 
sin in his members” emanating from a 
power independent of himself, holding 
captive his will with inexorable obstina- 
cy, and invincible strength. He is forced 
to the conclusion—“ It is no more I that 
do it, but sty that dwelleth in me.” If 
the difficulty were in his own individual 
will alone, he might have hope. But he 
finds that a will far mightier than his 
holds him in bondage to sin and death. 
He perceives that the law, acting upon 
his own understanding and susceptibilities 
only, and not upon the power which en- 
slaves him, can only torment and destroy 
him, just as a wheel locked into some 
mighty machinery and revolving by its 
power, would only be corroded and 
broken by beirg placed in contact with a 
wheel belonging to a separate machine, 
and revolving in an opposite direction. 
He finds that he can be saved only by 
being detached from the spiritual power 
of the devil, and that this can be effect- 
ed only by a spirit stronger than the 
devil. Experience has taught him that 
his own spirit isno match for the de- 
stroyer, and thus he is brought to look 


He learns that there is a} — 








abroad for help. His final cry is—‘*O 
wretched man that I am, wHo shall de- 
liver me from the body of thir d« ath ? 
Who shall detach me from the power of 
the evil one ?” Now he is ready to lay 
hold on salvation by grace. 

Here we may see the nature of true 
repentance ; that repentance which God 
gives men, “ that they may recover them- 
selves out of the snare of the devil, who 
are taken captive by him at his will.” 2 
Tim, 2: 25,26. It may be, at the be- 
ginning, a conviction of individual sins— 
a sorrow for personal deeds done ; but in 
the end it becomes an abhorrence of the 
devil, and of selfas spiritually identified 
with the devil. The spirit of God, which 
* pierces to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit,” begins to insinuate itself be- 
tween the individual and the evil spirit 
which envelopes him. The effect of this 
infusion is to turn the eye of his con- 
science on his spiritual state, and to pro- 
duce self-loathing. That part of the 
man which receives and sympathizes 
with the spirit of God, imbibes God’s ha- 
tred of sin, and thus begins to hate that 
other part which is in union with the 
devil, as God hates the devil. Instead 
of looking at his works, the man literally 
“ hates his own /ife,” as being “‘ part and 
parcel” of that poisonous spirit which is 
the fountain of universal sin. So too, 
godly sorrow, at the beginning, before it 
has penetrated to the heart’s core, may 
manifest itselfin attempts to turn from 
evil deeds, to good deeds ; but in the end 
it “‘ works repentance unto LIFE” —a turn- 
ing from the spirit of sin to the spirit of 
the living God. Any repentance which 
exercises itself merely about works, and 
stops short of a thorough purgation of 
the vital principle, by expelling the virus 
of Satan and admitting the life of God, 
is not Bible repentance, and will need to 
be “repented of,” at last. True repent- 
ance is effected by the Spirit of God min- 
istered through his word. Faith, or a 
spiritual apprehension of the existence, 
power and hatefulness of the devil on the 
one hand, and of the existence, resur- 
rection-energy, and glorious holiness of 
God in Christ Jesus, on the other, is 
its principal ingredient. 

This repentance is the beginning of 
universal and eternal victory over the 
devil. He who has fought and won this 
fight, will conquer in every battle after- 
ward for ever. Death is dethroned with- 
in him, and eternal life is begun. He 
has found out the cause, and obtained 
the curE of all evil. — Berean. 


THE CIRCULAR. 


Communism THE SocraL OrpER oF Heaven. 
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ONEIDA, MARCH 20, 1862. 


———————————— —————— 


“The Black Scholar.” 


The article we print on another page, from 
the Independent, entitled the ‘‘ Black Scholar,” 
is deserving of attention. How false and mean, 
in the light of its facts, is the spirit thatpre- 
vails among a large class of the Northern peo- 
ple toward the Negro—that turns from him 
with coldness and contempt, that denies him 
the privileges of citizenship, that shuts the 
door of social privilege and fellowship upon 
him? Only a few days ago a State Constitu- 
tional Convention in Illinois, elected by the 
people of that State to revise their Constitu- 
tion, inserted by a large majority in their new 
Constitution a clause forbidding the immigra- 
tion into that State of free negroes or mulat- 
toes. The most ignorant emigrants from Eu- 
ropean nations are welcomed to the rich prai- 
ries of Illinois, the door of naturalization and 
citizenship is thrown wide open to them ; but 
there is no room there for the Negro or the 
mixed blood. What a commentary on the civ- 
ilization and christianity of the State? And 
where throughout the North is the Negro wel- 
comed and treated as a brother, and as one 
‘made of the same blood 7”? They are almost 


every where treated as an exceptional class. 
But this state of things cannot endure for- 
ever. A better day is in store for the Negro. 
The time is coming when his manhood and 
brotherhood will be freely recognized, when he 
will not be a stranger and unwelcome in the 
white man’s home, when he will be treated 
with respect and affection. These things will 
come with the triumph of the Gospel of 
Christ. Only through that will they come— 
but that coming is certain. . 





The Soul-Victory. 


Man’s superiority to the brutes is read in 
his continual advance in the conquest of nature. 
The brutes stand still; men reflect, energize, and 
conquer. The seeds of the final supremacy over 
nature lie in the full subjection of man’s body to 
his intelligent will. There is already an abun- 
dance of familiar facts showing the influence of 
education and direct discipline in developing the 
powers of the body. Wesee men every day, who 
by attention and pains-taking investigation and 
practice insome mechanical art, have gained a 
power over their muscles, for certain purposes, 
which to the mere natura] man would be impossi- 
ble or miraculous. In music, the great violinists 
and pianists are examples. All the voluntary 
faculties, are known to come under the power of 
education, and the human will is found able to 
express itse.f in the motions of the body, to an 
extent and perfection that is in proportion to the 
pains-taking and discipline that are applied. So 
far as the department of voluntary, outward hab- 
its is concerned, the influence of will and educa- 
tion to control the body 1s universally admitted. 
But there isa step further. Investigation and 
experience are now reidy to demunetrate the 
power of the will over what have been considered 
and calied the involuntary processes of the body. 
The mind can take control of them certainly to a 
great extent, and while it is not yet shown, to 
what extent, neither is 1t apparent that there are 
any limits whatever in this direction. All the 
later discoveries point to the conclusion, that 
there are strictly no involuntary departments in 
the human system, but that every part falls ap- 
propriately and in fact within the dominion of 
mind, spirit and will.— Bible Communism, p. 49. 


The above is one form of stating the great 
fact of the sovereignty of the soul—the rightful 
supremacy of the interior over the exterior. 
It will be found that it is in this direction that 
we must seek for victory over death. We are 
to conquer death and all evil through union 
with Christ. Christ is a risen Savior—a res- 
urrection being. The victory of the interior— 
of the soul—in him, is complete. His position 
is now that of one who stands beyond death, 
who has conquered it, who has rescued his 
whole nature from its power. Death has no 
more dominion over him. If we aecept him 
as a Savior ia the fullness of that office as pre- 
sented in the New Testament, we join ourselves 
to him in his present position as a Resurrection 
Leader. He is not simply a historical being 
who lived in Judea eighteen hundred years ago 
—a moral teacher who transcended all who 
went before or who came after him, in the pur- 
ity of his personal Jife, andin the elevation 
and beauty of his doctrines--he is a living, 
active leader now, standing in an interior, vic- 
torious relation to humanity. His great work 
as a Savior is, that he has passed to a position 
beyond death, to a worid where death has no 
power, and has opened a way for mankind to 
reach him there. From this resurrection posi- 
tion he meets and touches us on our interior 
side—through the soul--and from thence 
quickens and transforms us. From this cen- 
tral position which he assumed at his resurrec- 
tion, his life and spirit goes forth into .man- 
kind and is present in the souls of men. Thus 
he is “ come in the flesh.” 

In accepting Christ as a Savior, by faith and 
by confession of the mouth, we come into union 
with him as heis now. We come into such 
union with him through the heart, and thereby 
assert the sovereignty of the interior life—of 
the spirit over the body. It is obvious that it 
is only necessary that this work should be per - 
fected, for us to become entirely emancipated 
from the power of disease and death, and to 
enter the immortality of the Resurrection. * 


The Policy of the United States, 

Mr. Seward in a recent letter to Mr. Harper 
Twelirtree, who lately presided at a London 
meeting of congratulation over the settlement of 
the dispute between the two countries, thus states 
the policy of the United States : 








“ The policy of the American people, sir, is a 
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policy of peace at home, peace abroad, with all 
nations—a policy of freedom for themselves, of 
freedom in their extending empire, and a policy 
hopeful of, and cunducive to the ultimate freedom 
of all classes and conditions of men. Whoever 
shall make war against the American people will 
find themselves obliged, not only to commit the 
first wrong, but to become, when they enter the 
contest, the enemies, not only of order, peace and 
progress on this continent, but of human nature 
itself.” 





Late News. 





The President’s War Orders, 

The following war orders by the President 
throw important light upon recent army move- 
ments. They show that the President has prac- 
tically assumed his constitutional functions as 
commander-in-chief, and that the late advances of 
the Union forces upon the enemy are in consequence 
of the direct orders of the President. No. 3. of 
these orders, it will be noticed, relieves Gen, 
McClellan of the chief command of the army, and 
leaves him only in command of the department of 
the Potomac. It also places Gen. Fremont in 
command of a department : 

GENERAL WAR ORDER, NO. 1. 
Executive Mansion, WasHINGTON Jan. 27, 1862. 


It is ordered that the 22d day of February, 
1862, be a general movement of the land and na- 
val forces of the United States against the insur- 
gent forces; that especially the army at and about 
Fortress Monroe, the army of the Potomac, the 
army of Western Virginia, the army near Mum- 
fordsville, Ky., the army and flotilla at Cairo, and 
a naval force in the Gulf of Mexico, be ready for 
a movement on that day ; that all the other for- 
ces, both land and naval, with their respective 
commanders, obey the existing orders for the 
time, and be ready to obey additional orders 
when duly given, that the heads of departments, 
and especially the Secretaries of War and of the 
Navy, with all their subordinates, and the Gen- 
eral-in-Chief, with all other commanders and 
subordinates of the land and naval forces, will 
severally be held to their strict and full responsi- 
bilities for the prompt execution of this order. 

AprAHaM LINCOLN. 
GENERAL WAR ORDER, NO. 2. 
Exxcutive Mansion, WasHINGTON March 8, 1862. 


Ordered, first, that the Major-General com- 
manding the army of the Potomac proceed forth- 
with to organize that part of said army destined 
to enter upon active operations, including the re- 
serve, but excluding the troops to be left in the 
fortifications about Washington, into four army 
corps, to be commanded according to seniority of 
rank, as follows: 

First Corps, to consist of four divisions, and to 
be commanded by Major-General I. McDowell. 

Second corps, to cunsist of three divisions, and 
to be commanded by Brigadier-General E. V. 
Sumner. 

Third corps, to consist of three divisions, and 
to be commanded by Brig.-Gen. S. P. Heintzel- 
man. 

Fourth corps, to consist of three divisions, and 
to be commanded by Brigadier-Generalj KE. L. 
Keyes. 

II. That the divisions now commanded by the 
officers above assigned to the commands of corps 
shall be embraced in, and form part of their re- 
spective corps. 

III. The forces left for the defense of Wash- 
ington will be placed in command of Brig.-Gen. 
James S, Wadsworth, who shall also be Military 
Governor of the District of Columbia. 

iV. That the order be executed with such 
promptness and dispatch as not to delay the 
commencement of the operations, already dizect- 
ed to be undertaken by the army of the Potomac. 

VY. A fifth army corps, to be commanded by 
Maj.-Gen. N. P. Banks, will be formed from his 
own and Gen, Shield’s (late Gen, Lander’s) di- 
vision. 

Apranam LIncoiyn. 
GENERAL WAR ORDER NO, 3. 
Executive Mansion, Wasuineton, Mar 11. 1862. 


Major Gen. McClellan having personally taken 
the field at the head of the army of the Potomac, 
until otherwise ordered, he is relieved from the 
command of the other military departments, he 
retaining command of the department of the 
Potomac. 

Ordered further, that the two departments now 
under the respective commands of Gens. Halleck 
and Hunter, together with so much of that under 
Gen. Buell, as lies west. ot a north and south line 
indefinitely drawn through Knoxville, Tenn, be 
consolidated and designated “‘ The department. of 
the Mississippi;” and that until otherwise ordered, 
Major-(seneral Halleck have command of said de- 
partment. 

Ordered, also, that the country west of the de- 
partment of the Potomac, and east of the depart- 
ment of the Mississippi, be a military departinent 
to be called the “ Mountain Department,” and that 
the same be commandedby Major-Gen. Fremont. 
That all the commanders of departments, after 
the receipt of this order by them respectively re- 
port severally and directly to the Secretary of 
War, and that prompt, full and frequent reports 
will be expected uf all and each of them. 

AprauaMm Lincoun. 


A New Article of War. 
Congress has passed and the President has ap- 
proved of a new article of war, which gocs into 


* All officers or persons in the military or na- 
val service of the United States are prohibited 
from emploving any of the forces under their re- 
spective commands for the purpose of returning 
fugitives from service or labor, who may have es- 
caped from any persons to whom such service or 
labor is claimed to be due, and any officer who 
shall be found guilty by a Court Martial, of vio- 
lating this Article of War, shall be dismissed 
from the service.” 

The world moves. We trust to hear no more 
now of the return of fugitive slaves to their mas- 
ters, either rebel or loyal, by the soldiers or offi- 
cers of the army. 

War Movements. 

The news of the evacuation of Manassas and 
of the occupation of that famous locality by the 
Union troops, is fully confirmed. From all ac- 
counts it appears that the Rebels have failen back 
to Fredericksburgh and Gordonsville, assuming 
new line of defense. The evacuation of Manassas 
has evidently been going on for several weeks, 
and the fact that they should have been permit- 
ted to escape in the face ofsuch a force as the 
Union army of the Potomac, calls forth cousider. 
able of criticism on the management of that de- 
partment. 

On the Mississippi the Rebels have evacuated 
New Madrid, to which they retired after they 
abandoned Columbus. 

There is a report of another Union victory in 
Arkansas, and also of a severe fight in New Mex- 
ico between a Texan Rebel force and the Union 
forces in the territory. The result does not ap- 
pear to have been very decisive. 

From the Burnside division, we have the intel- 
ligence of the taking of Newbern, N. C., on the 
Neuse River. Some two miles of entrenchments 
were stormed before the town was taken, some of 
which were taken at the point of the bayonet. 
The Rebel force numbered some 8,000 or 10, 
000. In their retreat, they attempted to burn 
the town, but were prevented by the inhabitants. 
The Union loss is estimated at 100 killed and 
400 wounded. The loss of the enemy is not 
known. A number of prisoners were captured, 
and from 30 to 40 cannon and large stores of am- 
munition. 

Maj.-Gen. Hunter has been assigned to the 
command of a department comprising the States 
of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. 

Gen, Fremont. 

Gen. Fremont some time since presented a 
Statement to the Committee of Congress on the 
Conduct of the War, of his course while in com- 
mand of the Western Military Department, ac- 
companied by letters, telegrams, and dispatches, 
revealing the interior history of his Campaign. 
The Statement, and the accompanying documents, 
were printed on the authority of Gen. Fremont. 
in the N. Y. Tribune of March 4th. This State- 
ment, and the accompanying documents, as far as 
we can judge, fully vindicates his integrity, capaci 
ty, and military skill, in the administration of the 
Western Department. Since the publication of 
the Statement, the President, as will be seen by 
his War Order No. 3, has appointed Gen. Fre- 
mont to the command of another Department. 
This of course sweeps away the charges that have 
been made against him, and on which Mr. F. P. 
Blair wished to have him Court-Martialed. It is 
reported from Washington that he will promptly 
start for his Department, and that his head-quar- 
ters will be in the field. 

Beecher, in the Independent of March 6, pays 
Fremont the following tribute: 


General Fremont never stood higher in popu- 
lar estimation than now. To all his former fame 
he adds the interest arising from the popular con- 
viction that he has been much maligned and mis- 
treated. At this time no other name carries such 
instant and irresistible enthusiasmn with it. 

It was the misfortune of General F:emont to 
see further than his superiors without being able 
to carry them with him. He saw at a glance the 
whole field in che West. He began to organize 
upon a scale commensurate with the real magni- 
tude of the ficld of danger. He alarmed an Ad- 
ministration, cautious and slow, that did not see 
the real exigency of the West; and prepared it 
to be influenced by the personal and political en- 
mities that men aimed at him. 

Four months have passed since his supercession, 
and the very plans which Gen. Fremont sketched 
are now prosecuted by his successor; and the 
policy for which he was recalled, has been adopt- 
ed and carried forward to victory. 

Every thoughtful man will be apt to say, all 
the success of February might have been yet 
more easily gained in November. Halleck and 
Buell have done well with vastly augmented 
means, what Fremont would long ago have dune 
as well with incalculably less means and eapense. 

Is there another department that could bear as 
well a searching investigation into its expendi- 
tures, its contracts, and materials, as has Gen. 
Fremont’s? What mistakes were made that 
have not been paralleled and doubled on the Po- 





It is as follows: 


operation immediately. 


tomac? What other name is now more unsul- 


lied in honor for administration of pecuniary 
trusts ? 

It is a sign of disorder in the times that the 
country may not avail itself of the services of 
those who best represent its convictions and are 
able to give them victory. After a careful obser- 
vation of the facts, and a knowledge of the his. 
tory of his administration from the first, we are 
prepared to express our deliberate judgment, 
that, of all the men who have been brought forth 
by the times, not one has shown so much as Fre- 
mont 3 natural genius for civil and military ad- 
ministration! 








Signs of a Revival. 


The Independent says that “no man can look 
upon the state of religious feeling in the North, 
and the condition of the churches, without a pro- 
found impression of wonder and gratitude. Re- 
vivals of religion are increasing in number, and 
spreading from church to church through New 
England and New York.” 


The same paper in ww article on the same sub- 
ject a few weeks ago said: 

“ The influences of the Spirit of God continue to 
descend upon our churches, producing in many 
minds a daily increase of tenderness and earnest 
concern on the subject of religion. The eight 
o’clock prayer-meetings in Brooklyn are still 
more fully attended and more impressive in their 
spirit. In many of our Sunday-schools, perhaps 
more extensively in the mission schools, there is 
& great increase of serivuusness among the chil- 
dren, and a good many appear to be truly con- 
verted Christians. Among Christians of mature 
life there is an evident and conscious giving up of 
old prejudices, arising out of past cuntroversies, 
political or social, as about slavery, or temperance, 
or measures in religious and benevolent action, 
and men take a warm pleasure in the cordial 
greetings which they now give and receive, where 
formerly there was colaness and distrust.— 
Many who had become too deeply absorbed in 
worldly pursuits for their spiritual good, appear 
to have learned by experience the infinite value 
of the better treasure. It seems impossible to 
doubt that a most salutary work of preparation 
is going on among the churches, from which we 
may reasonably hope to see, in good time, a wide- 
spread and glorieus work of grace. Whether 
that shail come in the midst of the war, or speed. 
ily follow its termination and crown its triumphs 
with the divine blessing, we cannot toretell.— 
Seasons and times are with the Father. But we 
cannot but look upon this war, terrible as it is, 
with its attendant circumstances, as the precursor 
of unspeakable benefits to the cause of Uhrist.— 
Indeed, this whole “ Uprising of a Great People,” 
from its incipient manifestation two years ago, 
and still more remarkaily from the time of the 
bombardment of Fort Sumter, the moral elevation 
it has produced, the harmonizing effect upon all 
classes of citizens, the sel.-devotion and love of 
truth and zeal for the mght so generally prevail- 
ing, and the abatement of worldliness and vanity, 
all appear to be themselves of the nature of a 
revival of religion, are all to be traced to the good 
promptings of our heavenly Father, and need un- 
ly to be continued and increased, and finally con- 
centrated upon the things of God, to become the 
grandest display of the saving power of Christ 
that has been seen since the Day of Pentecost. 
We may boldly say that “all these worketh that 
self-san.e Spirit,” and all these results shall alike 
be for the advancement of ‘ the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness.’ ”, 


LL A A (a 


An Oneida Journal. 





March 16.—One of the most palpable indi- 
cations of ‘lagging Spring’s”’ approach, is 
the reappearance of the Creeck—one of the 
most attractive features of our domain, which 
for weeks has seemingly been blotted out of 
existence, and to be reckoned among the things 
that were. The ice had not only become 
thick and heavy, completely bridging the stream 
and shutting it in from view, but added to this 
a heavy accumulation of snow, rendered it for 
a time almost a blank in the landscape. But 
during the past week, ‘ the rains descended ” 
and the snows melted and infused new life iuto 
the fettered, hidden stream, and it assumed the 
wajesty of former days and arose in_ its 
strength to throw off the incubus of the frost 
king; and after much resistance and delay, 
the tyrant is compelled to yield to the resist- 
less spring-tide ; and now, where so lately all 
life antl motion seemed lost, rushes along a 
noisy, turbid stream, rejoicing apparently in 
its new-found strength and freedom ; while the 
shapeless fragments of ice that lie scattered 
and stranded on the bank, remain as trophies 
of the victory. 

A snow-storm succeeded the “ thaw,’? ard 
winter seems to hold undisputed sway yet, but 
nature’s revolution in setting free the Creek, 
shows that Spring is marsheling its forces, and 
will gradually scatter her genial influences, and 





put to flight the chilly invaders of the north. 





The reading hour is enlivened at present by 
the reading of ‘* John Brent,” anew book by 
Theodore Winthrop. 
passed into the shades of Hades, a victim of 
the rebellion. yet in the literary sphere he is 


Though the author has 


still living and speaking ; in fact death seems 
to have rent the veil that obscured his bright 
genius, and literature is now reaping a rich 
barvest of his life-labors. If ‘* death loves a 
shining mark, a signal blow,’’ it had one is 
young Winthrop. Brilliancy alone does not 
seem to characterize his stylo, but it is 
running over full of sparkling racivess aud 
exhilaration, as of wine, and no less bewitch- 
ing. Of all that has gone before, ** Jobn 
Brent”? is his master-piece, in point of thrilling 
incident and delightful description. The 
three-fourths of an hour’s reading flies all too 
swiftly, and the reader closes the book, with 
his hearers all alert with interest and attention 

Landscape gardening is comparatively a 
new art with us; but in connection with the 
New House it is assuming something of its le- 
gitimate importance, and drawing to its stand- 
ard a group of enthusiasts and amateurs, who 
are already engaged in the preparatory work 
of laying out an embellishing the grounds 
more immediately connected with the house.— 
Now that this art is recognized as an institu- 
tion with us, and provision made for its devel- 
opment practically and scientifically, we shall 
look for the achievement of some creditable re- 
sults. We can see wonderful capabilities all 
around us for the display of this fine art ; and 
why may we not reckon it as one of the mas- 
terly agencies that are to redeem the earth, and 
clothe it again in the primitive beauty it had be- 
fore the curse was pronounced upon it. Na- 
ture needs inspired man to develop her highest 
beauty, as much as the sculptor is needed to 
chisel out and reveal the forms of beauty and 
symmetry that lie encased and hidden in the 
rough marble block. Some one has suggested. 
Bayard Taylor I think, ‘ earth-sculpture”’ as a 
more appropriate word than landscape-garden- 
ing. The earth is a great repository of wealth 
and beauty, of that which is calculated to please 
the eye, and minister to the happiness of man ; 
and a great part of man’s happiness lies in his 
power to develop and reveal these hidden trea- 
sures. 

God gives man the ideal, the reflection, as 
it were, of what he would have revealed and 
perfected, and by means of discipline and edu- 
cation, makes him his agent and co-worker 
in the work of redeeming and beautifying the 
earth. 

Monday 17.—The ‘ summer organization” 
was completed yesterday, and our army divi- 
ded into corps Agricultural, corps Horticul- 
tural, &c., &c., and everything put on a foot- 
ing for a forward movement and active service 
at the earliest practicable moment. Some of 
the shops will be pretty much deserted for the 
summer, and it is proposed ‘‘to take the field ” 
in force, and wield the peaceful arts with in- 
creased vigor and enthusiasm. The carpenter 
corps, are pushing forward the New House to 
eompleticn. The sewing-silk itinerants are get- 
ting ready to deploy for the spring campaign, 
and altogether we are sanguine of having ‘‘ or- 
ganized victory” in all departments. 





Extracts from late Letters. 





Patriot, Ind., March7, 1862. 

Dear Sir :--Please find enclosed $1,00, the price 
of your journal for one year, for all who desire to 
pay. I wish I could send much more, and thus aid 
in giving it to others. It seems to me it carries a 
spirit that cannot fail to call forth the likeness of 
Christ in every human soul. 

I have to-day participated in your dedicatory ser- 
vices in your new house, and been filled with joy 
that so large a recognition of real living is em- 
bodied in your Association, and respond with my 
whole soul to the manifest desire to so divinize al! 
exteriors, that they shall be truthful representa- 
tives of wise and loving exteriors. That you may 
soon realize your idea of a Free Daily Religiout 
Press, I sincerely hope. Truly, c. H. 

Guilford, Vt., March 10, 1862. 

Dear Broruenrs and Sisrers:—It is with much 
love and thankfulness I peruse the pages of the 
Circular, and discover the improvement and pro- 
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gress in your family, and the evidences of the com- 
ing of the Kingdom of God on earth, The spirit 
which you manifest in the dedication of the new 
house, speaks in language that thrills the hearts of 
all loyal believers with deep thought, and with 
growing sympathy for the increase of Communism. 

I confess to you as an outsider that I owe much of 
my improvement to you for your unfeigned faith 
and diligent ministration of the gospel, which is the 
power of God to every one that believeth. 

I would be glad to aid you in all things that per- 
tain to the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven. My 
heart is with you in-the reception and confession of 
Jesus Christ come in the flesh. 

I am always stimulated with love by the confes- 
sion you make of the coming of Christ eighteen hun- 
dred years ago, and his establishment of his King- 
dom in the Primitive Church, and of our privilege 
to sympathize with them in the knowledge of eter- 
Yours in the love of truth, —L. B. L. 

Guilford, Vt., March 8, 1862. 


Dear Frrenps :—I call you so, because I believe 
you are such. The truth invites me to the Confes- 
sion of Christ, and when I confess Christ, I also 
come into union with you and the Primitive Church; 
and this is very beautiful and gives me great en- 
joyment I sincerely believe that the kingdom of 
heaven is to be enjoyed on earth, even in our hearts. 
I can truly say, Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is done in Heaven. 


nal life. 


I realize that this is a glorious era to me, for the 
true light shineth in my heart. I heartily respond to 
the spirit which is manifested by you as a family, 
in the dedication of the New House. E. B. 

Matamoras, Pa., Feb. 19 1862. 


Dear Frienps :—I wish to acknowledge my in- 
debtedness to you for sending me the Circular so 
long. It is with much pleasure and profit I peruse 
its pages, for it has been the source from which I 
have derived much useful religious light and knowl- 
edge. Iembrace its doctrine and principles as the 
true exposition of the New Testament scriptures, and 
the only ones that will save men from sin and self- 
ishness. Faith in Christ as the Savior from all sin, 
and the redeemer of soul and body from death, shuts 
every door against the devouring adversary. I con- 
fess Christ in me as the Savior from all sin. I give 
Him possession of my whole man. I invite him to 
enter in and guide and control all my actions, 
knowing that his spirit reigning in me destroys 
every sinful desire and enables me to live to his hon- 
or and glory forever. I am absent from you in 
body, but one and present with you in spirit. I 
would like to live with you, as I am getting tired of 
the ways of the world; but circumstances will not 
permit at present, so I must be satisfied and try to 
do what I can for the cause of Christ where I am. 

Enclosed you will find one dollar for the Circular 
with my desire todo more, and a prayer for the 
success of the cause of Christ. 

I remain yours truly, 


La Fayette, Ind., Murch 12, 1862. 

Dear Frienps :—Inclosed I send a little present to 
the Circular which I am happy to say is very 
regular in making to me its usual weekly visits. 
I read it with much interest and I am glad I can 
say that 1 find myself growing more and more in- 
to harmony with its teachings. 

The truth as set forth by you, seems to me so 
clear that I ouly wonder that I never understood it 
sooner thanI did. The fact that I did not, now 
gives me greater confidence in God and in his con- 
trol over all matters. 

When I sought the light in an anxious and wor- 
rying state of mind, I found it not ; but when God at 
last by his Providence held me still, asin a vice, the 
light seemed to burst in upon my mind without 
effort on my part. 

I have enjoyed very much the account given in 
the Circular of the dedication of the new Commu- 
nity Mansion. I sometimes wish I lived so near 
you that I could occasionally drop in among you— 
yes, nearer than that, that I could live among you. 
But I do not see my way clear to such a condition 
at present, though I hope I may at some time. 

I would like to write to you oftener than I do, but 
living in isolation, the cares of this world swallow 
up so much of my time and thought that I postpone 
writing. Iam sure that one of the great advan- 
tages in your Community life is that a person’s sur- 
roundiugs are so much more favorable to the growth 
of one’s spiritual nature. 

But as God seems to want to have me live in the 
outside world at present, I am resolved to be satis- 
fied with his arrangement of my affairs. 

Yours for the truth, H. R. P. 

P. 8. Lalso enclose a couple of samples of Nash- 
ville small change which I brought from that city 
last week. H.R. P. 


H. Z. 





An Estimate of Parker. 





James Redpath, author of the “Life of John 
Brown,” and at present agent of the Haytian Bu- 
reau of Emigration, has recently had » change of 
religious views and feelings, and avows himself a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. Ina recent number of 


the Pine and Palm, he takes the following dis- 
criminating view of Theodore Parker : 

We have no sympathy with the “ philosophy, 
falsely so called,” which puts the Savior and 
Socrates, the Bible and the Koran, on a par, and in- 
culcates a barren infidelity by patronizingly crit- 
icising our most holy religion. Nor do we regard 
Theodore Parker, viewed as a religious teacher, 
as other than a groping Samson—a strung, earnest 
man, indeed, buta blind leader of the blind; 
neither truly religious himself, nor capable of 
awakening the religious nature. His heart was 
never changed ; hence he never changed hearts. 
He converted men to new views, not to the new 
life. Holding up his little logical lantern of 
“ reason,” he discuursed with much ability con- 
cerning the spots on the sun, to the infinite sat- 
isfaction of the blind, but not to their spiritual 
benefit, nor to the advancement of the cause of 
religious truth. He alone is the religious teacher, 
who tells men to open their eyes, and walk by 
the light of the Sun of Righteousness—not he 
who, like Parker elaborates a system of groping 
for the straight and narrow path, with the eyes 
carefully closed and bandaged. Let not our ad- 
miration of Parker’s Anti Slavery record blind 
us to his religious errors; for, while Heenan 
would be the best of guides through a drunken 
mob, it does not follow that he is fitted to min- 
ister at God’s altar. And Parker was an intel- 
lectual Heenan—a champion of the theological 
ring. But—Curist had no part or lot therein. 
He did not fight—He loved. 

Researches in Landscape Gardening. 
BY A NON-EXPERT. 





No, 1. 





* Our sight,’’ says an old essayist, ‘‘is the 
most perfect and most delightful of all our 
senses ; it fills the mind with the largest vari- 
ety of ideas, converses with its objects at the 
greatest distance, and continues the longest in 
action without being tired or satiated with its 
proper enjoyments.”” It is the sense which 
affords us the broadest surface of contact with 
the material world. Our friend Morbid, 
whose reflection or introspection is liable to 
give him a net result of misery rather than 
happiness, once consulted a person of large 
spiritual experience, and was advised to turn 
outward. The advice was taken, and a more 
healthy life was the result. The true life, we 
think, will be found to consist in a happy bal- 
ance between the outward and the inward ac- 
tivities. The outer world at al! times has a 
rich discourse for us, and it is unwise to eu- 
tirely neglect it. All things, animate and in- 
animate, seem intent on repeating and illustra- 
ting our many lessons and experiences, our 
halfness and our fullness. A flower may talk 
to one, of his loves ; and the irregular beauty of 
a tree, that took on some distortion in its 
youth, may suggest charitable views of some 
friend that ‘‘ has not had a good chance.” 

While all the outward is intent on reading a 
discourse of rich suggestions to man, he in his 
turn is desirous to perfect and beautify the 
things he sees and uses. First and most ap- 
parent uses of things do not satisfy him.— 
Things must be made to take on an express- 
iveness beyond that of capability to meet his 
simple or animal wants. The eye involun- 
tarily wanders in serch of things that satisfy 
this higher requirement of the heart. There 
is no better index of a man’s mental progress 
than the limits he sets to use. To the man of 
refinement, the poetic expression and beauty 
of things are a part of their uses That which 
to the common mar is unnecessary, is to him 
almost a necessity of life. 

Man’s attemonts to perfect his surroundings, 
generally advance in the following line: He 
first attempts to adorn his person, next his 
house, and lastly, that part of the Landscape 
which lies just abou: bim. 

Our estimate of the value of the outward 
may seem exaggerated. Atone time or an- 
other in our lives, most of us have been 
obliged to find our peace and rest in the solid 
things which are inward and unseen. This is 
the Christian’s lesson. But it by no means 
follows that we are to dwarf ourselves and 
lose our two-sidedness. The spiritual is ma- 
jor, this settled, tre exact use of the outward 
is easily deduced. We see nothing incompat- 
ible between this exquisite enjoyment of out- 
ward perfection, and the most rugged manliness 
of character. ‘This appreciation adorns, as 
the tasseled birch graces the rock clasped by 
its roots ; it is like gilding on the sword of the 





patriot hero. 





We propose hereafter to say some things 
which we have gathered in our researches up- 
on Landscape Gardening. It is a regal art. 
Tt may seem to claim the attention of none but 
the capitalist. Its principles, however, are with- 
inthe reach of all. Though we can attempt 
little, that little should be and may be guided by 
sound principles. How much might be done 
by the single-handed farmer to beautify his 
farm, could pure taste guide his hand when he 
goes to plant his shade trees, or could it with- 
hold or direct his devastating ax! The prin- 
ciples of the art have claims on the educator 
as well as upon the dilettante. Here is a man 
whose mansion stands upon an emerald green 
lawn, perfect and velvety. 
ports the noble oak, the melancholy pine, and 
trees from every clime that will send repre- 
sentatives to lend a charm by their quaint and 
beautiful presence: all these trees have array- 
ed themselves in artistic pose, as if standing for 
their pictures. Among and around these the 
hard dry path glides in gentle sweeps and un- 
dulations like the rich curves of beautiful wo- 
men, to show here a glimpse of water, or 
mountain, or there a delightful vista embracing 
a perfect foreground, and leading on to the blue 
distant hills or mountains. Taste and com- 
mon sense have conspired to make him a home. 
Here is another man whose house we are sorry 
to say does not stand upon lawn, but upon a 
trampled piece o/ earth which is the home of 
every foul weed, and is common ground to 
himself, children, poultry, cattle and dogs. 
The trees have forgotten to seek his home.— 
Piles of rubbish take the place of groups of 
shrubbery. Discomfort and disgust assail our 
senses. Taste, insulted and repulsed, has 
scorned to preside over his house. To be 
sure, the same glad golden sunshine is poured 
out upon both places, the same beautiful sky 
is over both; but we will not ask which the 
Christian educator would select as the home for 
his children and charges. ds & 





The Black Scholar. 





What can the negro learn? 

We have on our table three private letters 
giving some facts on this point. One is by a 
missionary returned from West Africa; anoth- 
er by a traveler in the island of Jamaica, an- 
other by a professor at Oberlin College. 


Our fizst correspondent’s testimony is that 
African black children learn as readily as 
American white children. For instance, six 
years ago twenty young children of the bush, 
runping naked and wild, were formed into a mis- 
sionary’s school. They had not a civilized 
idea. They knew ne scrap of a civilized lan- 
guage. But they have already lcarned to 
speak, read, and write English, and have made 
good headway in grammar, geography, botany, 
and natural philosophy. ‘‘ About a year ago,” 
says our friend, ‘* when I had set up our print- 
ing-press at Mount-Hope, I took two of these 
boys into the offize. They had never seen a 
press or a type. But in a few days they 
learned to set type with great readiness. When 
I left Africa they were able to read any ordi- 
nary MS. with ease, and‘ set up’ with remark- 
able rapidity.”” Speaking of another school of 
native black children, he says: ‘“‘ I oftentimes 
was surprised at the depth of thought exhibi- 
tei in the compositions which they were accus- 
tomed to write once a week.” 

Mr. Blyden of Monrovia, in charge of the 
Alexander High School, a negro with no white 
blood in him, is said to be the best linguist on 
the West Coast: and the grammar-school at 
Freetown is conducted by a native possessing 
many varied acquirements which would do 
honor to the whitest of white men. 

The friends of missions to black men have 
not forgotten a remarkable instance that oc- 
curred years ago, siowing the intellectual 
power of a native African. A chief’s son of 
the tribe called the Vey, in the region about 
Sherbro, having when a boy heard of the 
White Man’s Book, formed a design to make a 
Black Man’s Book ; for which it was first ne- 
cessary to create for his tribe a written lan- 
guage. Walking up and down the sand-beach, 
he drew in the sand with a stick the models of 
his letters, until he had satisfied himself with 
their shapes, and so invented a complete alpka- 
bet for the sounds of his dialect. Such was 
his assiduity and success, that even in his own 
lifetime a portion o1 the Word of God was 
printed and published in his own language in 
the characters which he originated. 


This in turn sup- 





Do such instances demonstrate for black 
men an inferiority of race or of mind ? 

Our correspondent who writes of Jamaica, 
informs us that in the mission-schools where 
the black children are taught, the teachers give 
uniform testimony that no scholars anywhere 
are more apt or quick to learn, or more fond 
of knowledge, or of more retentive memory. 
“ They acquire,” he says, ‘‘the elementary 
branches of an English education quite as rea- 
dily as the white children. They may not be 
able to grapple as successfully with the ab- 
struse problems of the higher mathematics ; 
but in Liders, geography, reading, spelling, 
and writing, they stand an equal test. If there 
be a constitutional difference in the mental cal- 
iber of the two races, it is no greater than is 
observable between the two sexes. I think 
the mental characteristics of the colored race 
more nearly resemble the French than the En- 
glish type.” 

Some beautiful manuscripts were lately sent 
to The Independent, written in Arabic by 
black men’s fingers in Africa. They seemed 
to be as dexterously done as the fine workman- 
ship of the Chinese. Our Jamaica corres- 
pondent mentions the following instance of 
Arabic knowledge among negroes: ‘* A young 
lawyer,” he says, “ of my acquaintance, resi- 
ding in Spanishtown, told me that he chanced 
to be looking over an Arabic Testament one 
day in the street, when a negro man, who had 
come up uxobserved behind him, commenced 
reading it aloud) My friend turned around 
with much surprise, and asked, ‘How came 
you to know that language ?? He replied, ‘I 
learned it in Africa many years ago.’ It seems 
that his parents had been Mohammedans, and 
ia accordance with Mohammedan custom had 
taught their children Arabic ; and though long 
years of srvitude and degradation had since 
passed, he had not forgotten it.” 

A class of twenty black persons, full-grown, 
began the alphabet under Rev. Mr. Olds, and 
in a few months had read the New Testament. 
A little boy in Spanishtown, who came from 
one of the most degraded of the African tribes, 
could read the New Testament at four years, 
and at six could write well, and was struggling 
with Colburn’s arithmetic. 

Rev. Mr. Phillips of Spanishtown says: 
‘The black population are just as capable of 
being conducted through every stage of men- 
tal discipline, and of arriving at as great a 
hight of social and intellectual improvement, 
as has ever been attained by the most privi- 
leged Europeans.” 

In Oberlin College, Ohio, in which black 
students are admitted and treated without dis- 
tinction from whites, the class-rolls show that 
the scholarship of the one is of equal merit 
with the other. ‘* The colored people,” says 
one of their instructors, ‘‘ are, as to mind and 
capacity to learn, just like white folks; when 
a black man has a certain opportunity, he will 
improve it as fast as bis paler neighbor who 
has the same oppertunity.”’ 

Have these instanccs any moral? If these 
negroes—native Africans, British Islanders, 
free Americans—-with all the disadvantage of 
being blacks and with none of the compensa- 
ting benefit of being slaves—bave nevertheless 
such eminent capacity for the attainment of 
knowledge, and for usefulness in life, what are 
we to expect from the minds of those more for- 
tunate negroes who for long years have been 
growing ripe under the highly praised benefits 
avd blessings of the civilizing and Christianiz- 
ing institution of American Slavery? If the 
native children of the bush, who first have to 
learn a civilized language in order to be taught 
anything, have brains enough left to become 
good scholars afterward, what may we look 
for from those to whom English is their native 
tongue, and who by birthright are nursed in 
the lap of that fostering mother whom they 
gratefully call Slavery ? 

The schoolmaster is abroad among them, 
with epaulettes on his shoulder. Wherever 
the soldiers go, there follow teachers to the un- 
taught. The army carries the school-bouse 
in its rear, like a baggage-waggon. When 
was there ever such another spectacle in histe- 
ry? Instructors are already busy among the 
contrabands at Fortress Monree and Port Roy- 
al. What will come of their primers and 
blackboards? Will they prove that God has 
created a race born to be ignorant, aud with 
no capacity for knowledge We know ofa 
little class of young Virginia contrabauds who 
learned the alphabet ina single evening, so 
that no child missed a letter. Will white chil- 
dren do better? There are high hopes for the 
Black Scholar! God speed the twenty-six 
letters into every state where there are dusky 
wen waiting to learn! They are the enchant- 
ed keys which are to unlock the house of 
bondage. — Independent. 





LETTERS NOY OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.—C, C. 
Clay; 8: Chapman; W. A. Brown. 
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